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BALTIMORE, MAY 93, 1834. 


RELIGIUOUS. 


The following article is from the Christian Ad. 
vocate. We conceive it is equally applicable to 
the Methodist Protestant Church. Class meetings 
is one of the peculiar characteristics of Metho- 
dists, and wherever these have been best sustain- 
ed, there Methodism has flourished most, and there 
have been most witnesses of justifying, renewing, 
and sanctifying grace. We recommend the peru- 
sal of the article to our readers generally. 


CLASS MEETINGS. 


At a time like the present, when the blessings 
of leaven seems to rest in a peculiar manner up- 
on our branch of Zion, when our borders are en- 
larging, and our Church members increasing in a 
ratio hitherto unprecedented, it is somewhat to be 
feared, that in gathering in the wheat there will 
be found some intermingling of tares, or at least 
that many will enter into our societies without be- 
ing impressed with that feeling of love and vene- 

ration for primitive Methodism which we conceive 
to be so necessary for our spiritual welfare, and 
consequently that our doctrines and Discipline are 
in danger of losing much of their power and influ- 
ence over those who, when taken upon themselves 
the profess on of Methodism, are expected to con- 
form to the truly Scriptural precepts which are 
laid down for their guidance. It therefore be. 
comes the duty of all who feel the necessity of 
keeping alive the spirit of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion among us, to be at their posts, and watch with 
care and vigilance any encroachments that may 
be madé calculated to destroy our original simplic- 
ity, by a dangerous and ynnecessary conformity 
to the world. 

The institution of class meetings is purely Me- 
thodistical, and there is no part of our Discipline 
more justly admired, and by genuine Christians 
more highly prized. There is nothing local or 

icular in their operation. Their benefits are 
_ intended for all. The old and the young,the rich 
and the poor meet together as equals, and learn 
that the Lord is the Father and the Maker of 
them all. The tottering old man is there shown 
where to look for support and consolation. The 
strong man is taught that none but God is mighty. 
The young man is pointed to the only way in 
which his youthful steps can go in safety. The 
rich there learn to be humble, and the poor to be 
content, And many there ——_ can_testify 
that they have found them #God’s own house,and 
heaven’s gate.” | 

If experience proved that such were the com- 
mon fruits of class meetings, then might we say 
that the object of their origin was gained; but 

many will be ready to reply, “Such may be the 
theory, but the practice comes far short of it.— 
We have attended class meetings for a long time, 
and never saw such blessed effects follow. We 
found human nature the same there as in the 
world—the rich were and the poor dissat- 
isfied.” These objections are frequently made, 


~ 
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and I regret to add, in many instances, with jus- 
tice. [am an unwilling witness to such things; 
and my object now is to call the attention of the 
Church to the evil, and if possible, point out some 
of its remedies. The primary evil is a natural 
one, growing out of the original depravity of our 
hearts, which find it hard to lay aside deep rooted 
prejudices, to bear with each other’s infirmities, 
or feel toward all a brotherly love, and can be 
effectually removed only by the regenerating in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. But human means 
must also be used. It is necessary to keep alive 
the sacred fires of devotion in the hearts of the 
people. This cannot be done without leaders of 
great piety and experience; and it is in this par. 
ticular, I am satisfied, that the greatest existing 
defect lies. On them devolves a duty of a sol- 
emn and important nature, and which, if faithfully 
performed, is an arduous one; and many of our 
oldest and most alble members are unwilling to in- 
cur the responsibility. In such cases, the spiritual 
guidance of a class must be given to persons 
whose experience, howéver faithful they may be, 
will not justify such a charge. Another class of 
leaders; and | fear the most numerous, are those 
whose hearts are not filled with the pure love of 
God. Such persons perform the duty without 
feeling their responsibility as they ought. They 
meet their classes, or so much of them as assem- 
ble, for an hour each week, go through the exer. 
cises with a formality which is wearisome, and 
leave no indelible impression. Is it any wonder, 
while such things continue, that our house is not 
“in order?” Need we be surprised when we see 
the faithful herald of the cross weep between the 
porch and the altar? Brethren, awake! Let the 
sleeping sentinel arouse! Let class meetings be 
reserved from the contaminations of the world! 
t no leaders be appointed but such as are thor- 
ough men of God. Let them faithfully perform 
their duty, visit their absent members, and inquire 
particularly of all how their souls prosper. Let 
each individual do his part, and let the whole sys. 
tem be kept in its original purity, and I will prom. 
ise that as it is, so will our Zion be. Then, in 
the name of God, let the Church awake and put 
on her strength and her beautiful garments, and 
appear as a bride adorned ‘or the nerete 


Fer the Methodist Protestant. 


A Camp-meeting will be held by the Methodist 
Protestants, at Gaines’ camp ground, Charlotte 
county, Va. (the same place was occupied last 
year) 9 miles north of the court-house, to com- 
mence on Friday, the 18th of July, at 4 o’clock, 
P. M. 

The President and Conference Missionaries,the 
Rey. William Jones, Dr. —— Sims, Dr. Edward 
Dromgoole, and those ministers of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, stationed and unstationed,with- 
in the bounds of the Lynchburg and Bedford Cir- 
cuit, are affectionately invited to attend and aid in 
the exercises of the meeting. 


Ministers 
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ay! 


John J. Harrod, 


Forthe MethodistProtestantChurch 


cordially solicited to unite with us at this meeting, 
to advance the RepgEmer’s Kingdom: Those 
who design tenting, will please repair to the grountt 
at an early period, so as to be in readiness for the 
hour of worship. Lewis F. Cossy, 
Superintendent. 


THE LOVELINESS OP CHRISTIAN LOVE. 


Christianity, like its heavenly Author, is Jove. 
In the beautiful Janguage of another, “Jesus Christ 
was of love in our world. He 
was love, living, breathing, aking, acti 
amongst men. His birth was the nativity oflove 
his sermons the words of love, his miracles the 
wonders of love, his tears the meltings of love, his 
crucifixion the agonies of love, his resurreetion the 
triumph of love. 

Christianity he has ‘left: behind him, as the re- 
presentative of his character, the written i 
of himself, and has breathed into the whole sys- 
tem his own spirit, and rendered it living with 
love. This system is the system of the chureh, 
the system of every individual member of the 
brotherhood; and its breath of life it has infused 
into every heir of God, and joint heir with Jesus 
Christ, and made him a living soul, alive with the 
fervor of love. Hence the Bible every where 
recoguizes it as characteristic of the disciples of 
Christ, and in a variety of mamner, am with un- 
wonted frequency and emphasis,brings it into view 
as the invaluable and necessary possession of 
every Christian. “He that loveth not, knoweth 
not God, for God js love; and every one that lov- 
eth is born of God, and knoweth God.” Theob- 
jects of this affection are all perceptive beings,all 
capable of happiness. {t embraces God, and 
clings to him supremely, as ineffably excellent, 
and infinitely superior in worth to@ll other bei 
his holy angels also, it honors as reflections of 


brightness of his glory; and even his enemies it - 


regards with benevolence, although not with ap. 
probation. But it has a peculiar operation in re- 
ference to all who are brethren in Christ, mem- 
bers of his body, beautifully knits them together 
in love. To this exhibition of love, or this modé 
of its operation, the Apostle alludes, when he ex- 
horts Christians to love as brethren. 

Love is a compl& emotion of the soul, the ele. 
ments of which are, a pleasurable feeling awak- 
ened by the contemplation of some appropriate 
object, and a desire for the good of that object.— 
OF this emotion there are various modifications, 
expressed by different names; and there are, of 
course different objects that will excite it, and va- 
riously modify its operation. . ; 

Christians are constituted brethren by a moral 
bond; the same which binds them to Christ him. 
self. There is — them a family likeness in 
moral qualities. And although there may be no 
other attractive influence, no connexion itheca 
hem in the relations of society they have all drunk 
into one spirit; and whether high or low, rich or 


and members of sister churches are’ poor, literate or illiterate, African, Indian Ameri. 


Physic Spring, Buctingham, May 8, 1834. © 
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* sees and feels, loves and hates, as he does, and if 


- ness of the Father’s glory, and the express image 


162 
can, bond, or free, they feel themselves knit to- 


which manfests itse weeping with thos@ that 
weep, and rejoicing with them that do rejoices 
But let it be 
which in contemplation excites this emotion, is 
moral.likeness to Christ. Wherever we discover 


the image of Jesus, or see a course of action} 
which evince the ion of his Spirit, there 


will all the feelings cluster, which may be efements| 


of brotherly love. Let me see an individual of| 
any clime, of any color, of any sect, who, in his 
walk and conversation is manifestly governed by 
a regard for the Lord and his annointed, who is 
cultivating the heavenly dispositions, and holy 
habits of the gospel, who has embarked in the 
high interests in which God is engaged, and who 


I have any brotherly love in me, I see a man who 
has higher claims on my regard, and my sympa- 
thy, than any of the merely natural relations of 
lifecan command. Loving him that begat, I also 
love him that is begotten of him. Bound to the 
throne of God by those moral excellencies which 
brighten his character, and make him an object of 
delightful complacency, I am also bound in Chris. 
tian affection to every son and daughter of Adam, 
who, beholding the glory of God as it shines in 
the pergon of Jesus Christ, has been changed into 
the sameimage. And as he is the centre of at. 
traction to them all, and they all alike love to sit 
at his feet, and imbibe his heavenly spirit, so also 
do they love to contemplate the faintest reflection 
of his glory wherever visible. 

Influenced by this love, it will be our endeavor 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
and as the elect of God, holy and beloved, to put 
on bowels of mercy, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering. Oh! if these heavenly 
affections had a deeper lodgment in the breasts of 
those who are called the brethren of Christ, how | 
much bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and evil 
speaking, and malice, would be put away fromthe 
midst pg Sait tender would they be of each 
other’s feeling——how kind in word and action— 
how careful lest even a momentary wound might 
be inflicted—and how watchful against every oc- 
casion of ill-feeling. Where there is real broth. 
erly love, in exercise, we shall look upon the least 
of Christ’s disciples as dearer to him than the ap- 

ple of his eyejtand as we love him, we cannot 
offend any of those little ones who bear his image, 
and to. offend whom would bring upon us a more 
fearful punishment than if a mill stone were hang.- 

ed about our neck, and we cast into the sea, 

How great must be the happiness of heaven.— 
There love reigns in every breast. All the ia. 
habitants. are baptized into this holy feeling.— 
There are they day and night before the throne 
of the God of love; with Jesus, who is the bright- 


of his person; and of his fullness they all receive, 
and drink in everlasting draughts of love, There 


the wicked cease from troubling and the weary |i 


are at rest. There is no clashing of interests, no 
selfishness, or pride,,or envy, or unhallowed ambi. 
tion; no turmoil, or strife, or divisions; no discords; 
and no want of harmony in the lofty music of 
heayen.. There all hearts. beat in unison, and all 
ity. songa are songs of love. Its trees. are trees.of 
life; its rivers, rivers of joy; its bowers, bowers of 
bliss; its air balmy with peace.. Oh! what blissful 
regiona those, where there is. fullness of joy and 
| ‘as. forevermore;. where the God of love 
makes. the. brightest. manifestations of his glory, 


om in love, being of one accord, of one mind. | fervent emotions of love. 
ence there is a pervading the wholes the golden chai, that bindathe happy souls 
| 


ially noted, that the object} 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 
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the church’ of the fist: born 


And he’s an heirof beaten, wbefinds his bosom glow with 
love.” 


; 

Whose aspirations.do not reach after that dwell- 
ing-place of love, that holy, happy land, where 
there will be no more sin, no more curse, nor pain 
nor sorrow, nor tears, nor death? , 

How important to the world is the prevalence 
the religion of Jeaus Christ. Its source is the 


the heart, and consequent melioration of the hu- 
man family—its aim the perfection of man, and of 
society. It exhibits Jesus Christ as a model of 
excellence, and calls upon men every where for 
conformity with him in spirit and life. It incul.. 
cates universal benevolence, and its essence is 
love—love which operates in abstaining from an- 
ger, malice, blasphemy, evil communication, va- 
riance, emulations, wrath, strife; and in cultivating 
whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure,love- 
ly, and of good report, as kindness, tenderness, 
forgiveness, peace, long-suffering,gentleness,good- 
ness, meekness, temperance. Oh! were the spirit 
of the gospel universally prevalent, were Chris- 
tianity, with its pervading love, the system of in. 
dividuals, communities, and nations,what a delight. 
ful world would this be! Then would men “beat 
their swords into plough-shares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks, and learn war no more. Vio. 
lence should not be heard in. the land; wasting nor 
destruction within our borders. The wolf also 
would dwell with the lamb, and the leopard lie 
down with the kid, and the calf, and the young 
lion, and the fatling together, and a little child 
should lead them.” Peace would cover the earth 
as.a mantle, and joy unspeakable fill every bosom. 
Rev. J. H. Agnew, in National Preacher. 


From the Vermont Chronicle. 

EFFORTS TO DO GOOD 
Are not always good efforts. Even if the mo- 
tive is right, the means may be wrong. Hence, 
it is not always our duty to encourage, even by 
silent acquieseence, every effort to do good. We 
go even farther than this. A man may be most 
sincere and devoted in his purpose to do good, so 
that his efforts shall be, as to his own spirit in the 
sight of God, holy acts; and yet it may be our 
most solemn and imperative duty to oppose his ef- 
forts, with the whole weight of our influence,pub- 
lic and private. In order for this, the man must 
indeed be deceived, so as a sinless man could not 
be, but yet, so as a very sincere and devoted, 
though imperfect Christian may be. If you doubt 
this when stated in these general terms, look at 
some examples. 

You are dangerously sick. I have a medicine, 
which I am confident will cure you. For the pur- 
pose .of saving your life, from motives of pure 
benevolence, acceptable in the sight of God, I 
urge i to take it. A skilful physician exam- 
‘ines the medicine, and knows it to be. dangerous. 
It is his duty to endeavor to save your life; and 
for that purpose, he must oppose my well-meant 
endeayors to give you a medicine, which he knows. 
to be erous. 

Good men, some of the best men the world ever 
saw, once thought that the perfection. of Christian 
character could be attained only in solitude. So, 
to, become more perfectly conformed to, God, they 
withdrew to deserts, and lived in caves. At 
length, monasteries were built, and men were 


fountain of purity—its tendency the renovation of 


who are acquainted with the history. of the Church 
know the result. Certainly, bal Gee one seen the 
jevil of this system. at the beginning, as plainly as 
‘Lather did in later ages, it would have beer his: 
duty to oppose its progress, | 

Las Casaé, “the ye Las Casas,” was grieved: 
‘to see the natives of the West India Islands wast- 
ing away and becomiog extinct, under the severe 
labors required by their Spanish masters. From 
pure compassion,/he proeured the introduction of 


of |negroes from ‘Africa, whose constitution was more 


able to endnre such labors. Here, from the pur- 
est'motives, we doubt not, was the origin of the 
African slave trade. Who, that understood the 
subject, had there been such a one, could have 
been silent and innocent? 

Such instances are numerous. The history of 
the Church is full of them. And yet we are told 
every day, “You must not say a word to discour- 
age these men; for they ‘are excellent men, and 
are very earnest to-do good.” 

We are tired of such “gag-laws.” When good 
men are doing mischief by their well-meant blun.. 
ders, and we know it, we must speak. While we. 
give them all due praise for their good intentions, 
we must testify what we do.know concerning their 
errors. We cannot consent to look on in silence, 
and see every thing dear to us as men and as 
Christians whelmed in ruin, because the men who 
do it are good men, and mean it for good. Those 
who appear before the public to do good, must be 


| willing to have their doings publicly discussed.— 


They must be willing that those who think their 
plans; measures and doctrines bad or rous, 
should say what they think. The public must be 
willing for this, and bear it all without getting an- 
gry. Else, there is no liberty of the press or of ° 
speech, and no safety. 

LITERARY. 
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For the Methodist Protestant, 
BROOME-STREET LECTURES—Extract. 


[Continued from page 154.] 


The common notion of the union of church and 
state is hardly correct, when applied to the influ. 
ence the decalogue seems to have been intended 
to have upon the Israelites. Asa system of edu- 
cation, or as containing the elements of education 
it filled the men, who.had been formed in its school 
for all their religious and civil duties. A compre. 
hension and correct system of religious and moral 
education is still wanting in christian churches.— 
Our horn books and primers must all be laid 
aside when we cease to be children. ,We cannot . 
make the same code: speak to the capacity of a 
child, and the sage. Our constitutions and statute 
books become a dead letter when we attempt to. 
teach religion and morality. The Alcoran or 
Mahomedan bible attempts indeed to teach every 
thing; but it wants a decalogue. Its elements:if 
it has any must be gleaned out of the whole vol. 
ume, or inferred from conflicting texts. But this 
law has but one word, it can never contradict it- 
self. The most daring critics and innovators have 
never yet presumed to attempt to change its: pro. 
hibitions into permissions—its thou shalt not, into 
thou shalt. | 
There are two classes of persons among Chris- 
tians. 10 whom this part of our lecture must per-— 
haps give offence, viz. Antinomian (so called) and 
anti-educationists. Men who oppose the ten com- 
mandments, and men who oppose religious educa~ 
tion. ‘To the former we not only still urge that 


urged to enter them for life, for the sake of be- 


holy angels worship. with rapturous delight, and 


‘coming more holy than they otherwise could, All 


the, matter of these azticles may be found among 
the antidiluvian and: post diluvian patriarchs; but 


with 
| 
| 
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that.they are sufficiently sanctioned by our Lord 
Jesus Christ and his apostles to stand, when heavy. 
en and earth shall pass away. nd .indeed they 
stand :so firm, so steady, that in the midst.of the 
most corrupt and degenerate ages, they show 
neither variableness nor shadow of turning. In 
the midst of all the scenes of blood and earnage, 
there they stand, and the meaning is not altered 
one jot or tittle from “thou shalt :not hide.” 


To those brethren who hold education as a mat- 
ter of indifference if not injurious, we -repeat, that 
the only alternative is imitation and servile fear. 
And we remind them of the universally admitted 
and deplored fact, that evil example is almost in. 
finitely more contagious, or imitable that good 
example. The cause, perhps, is not well attend. 
ed to. Is it not im the nature of things. A false 
religion and a false morality, as in the case of a 
wide spread national idolatry is to be subdued.— 
But this idolatry exhibits all the subjects of imita- 
tion and all the habits of imitation. The opera- 
tion cannot be accomplished by degrees; the error 
and the evil are positive, they must be checked at 
once; ‘the mandate authority is positive, “Thou 
shalt not’”’ commit idolatry, thou shalt not imitate; 
for to be an idolater is to imitate; and not to imi- 
tate, revives the apprehension of all the danger or 
punishment, the emblems of which are always 
present to the senses and the imagination of the 
idolater. What example then remains? What is 
the uneducated children, and the children, who 
have no means of education to do? Must they be 
left with nothing but the example of the spiritual 
worshippers of the true God for their imitation? 
What then is there in this worship, which can be 
imitated, that is, which can be seen or imagined. 
The murder, the theft, the false witness, can be 
imitated. Can the thou shalt not be imitated?— 
The prophet did. not so conceive. To his form of 
thou shalt not, that is, “cease to do evil;” he adds 
«Jearn to do well.”’ But to learn todo well,there 
must be teaching how to do it, that is, education. 
To remove all the causes, or examples and prac- 
tices of idolatry without educating the mind in the 
principles of true religion, or the knowledge of| 
the true God, is not to promote piety; but to make 
atheists. The zealous infidels, who labor to des. 
troy that system of imitation and fear, which they 
call superstition, offer no substitute of religious ed- 
ucation. With all their regard for education, re- 
ligious education of any kind is more obnoxious to 
them, than actual superstition itself. It is the 
nursery tale, which is the butt of infidel ridicule. 
Now upon our hypothesis, education in opposition 
to imitation, or the imbuing of the minds of chil- 
dren with principles of positive truth and positive 
right; instead of terror; the tale of the nursery, 
and of the school, if they may be so called, is the 
ten commandments. Here almost every thing 
being in the prohibitory form, the self-denying 

rinciple rather than the principle of imitation 1s 
called forth. The first lesson of the great master 
himself to christian disciples, is in the very spinit, 
if not in the letter of this decalogue. “If any 
man will be my disciple let him deny himself and 
take up his cross, and come and follow me.”"— 
For what else in spirit, is this repetition of thou 


shalt not; but deny thyself. In truth imitation] poo 


rly class with com- 

nly love or desire when we imitate. if it gives 
ae pain it is only to form the habit. Had the 
Israclitish confederation, pursued this plan of edu- 
cation, have fortified their. minds with principles 
‘so as to enable: them to resist the corruption of ex- 
ample and have denied themselves, the conse- 
_quences which would have followed are very ob- 


does not prope 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


How is it that christians, and especially chris- 
an ministers cannot perceive that they re- 
ject and oppose education, they are sinking them. 
selves and the church actually below the Mosaic, 
or Sinai standard, instead of advancing beyond it. 
In our primary christian schools, our children 
should scarcely ever hear of the passions and of 
imitating examples, for whenever they are taken 
upon this ground, the number and strength of the 
cases ‘are sure to be against them. The young 
mind is to be imbued with the principles of posi- 
tive truth, and positive good, or taught in the first 
instance to deny itself positive error and.evil how- 


te strongly example and inclination may favor 
em. 


MIS€ELLANY. 


ALFRED THE GREATS RELIANCE UPON PROVIDENCE. 

During this illustrious Prince’s seclusion in the 
county of Somerset, at the confluence of the riv. 
ers Parret and Thone, it happened one day in the 
winter, which proved uncommonly severe, that he 
had sent all his attendants out to endeavor to pro. 
cure fish, or some kind of provisions: so difficult 
was the enterprise esteemed, that the king and 
queen only were excused from the employment. 
When they were gone, the king as was his cus. 
tom whenever he had an opportunity, took a book 
and amused himself reading, whilst. Elswitha was 
engaged in her domestic concerns. They had 
not long, however, continued thus occupied, be- 
fore a poor pilgrim, accidentally passing that way, 
knocked at the gate and begged for something to 
eat. The humane monarch called Elswitha, and 
desired her to give the poor man part of whatev- 
er provisions were in the fort. e queen, find. 
ing only one loaf, brought it the king to show him 
how slender their store was, at the same time re- 
presenting the distresses the family would labour 
under should the foragers retarn unsuccessful.— 
Alfred not deterred by this remonstrance from his 
charitable purpose, but rather internally rejoiced 
at this trial of his humanity, cheerfully gave the 
poor Christian one half of the loaf, consoling the 
queen with this religious reflection, “that He who 
could feed five thousand with five loaves and two 
fishes, could make (if it so pleased him) that half 
of the loaf suffice for more than their necessa- 
ries.” When the traveller departed, the king re- 
turned to his reading, and felt that satisfaction 
which is the certain result of a benificent action. 
Nor was it long unrewarded, for his companions 
returned with so great a quantity of provisions, 
that they were not exposed to any similar incon- 
veniences during their seclusion. 


From the Moral Liceum. 
AN IRISH AUTO-DA-FE—BURNING OF A BIBLE. 


The Dublin mail contains a letter from James 
Walker, Esq. of Shinrone, addressed to the 
Archbishop of Dublin, in which we find the fol- 
lowing account of the burning of a Bible by a 
Roman Catholic priest. 

“Some days since, within the last fortnight, a 

r family in this parish, of the name of M*Gin. 

nis, of the Roman Catholic persuasion,was thrown 

into deep sorrow by the painful illness.of a young 
girl who had suffered lingeringly and at length 
gave signs of approaching dissolution. I am not 
about to pain your. Grace’s ears by the recital of 
‘officious interference on the part of the ministe 
of any rival church——for the girl was attended, I 


vious. 


su duly, and by the priests of her own com- 
per but one of them, named M‘Mahon, a few 


‘days previous to her decease, had learned 
the solace of her bed of | ishing was derived 


from a forbidden source; in fact, that the Bible of 
God’s word was not only in her wretched but, but 
had been applied to by the sufferer as a refuge in 
her distress, The book had been conferred upon 
her at a former period, after the public examina- 
tions, for proficiency at a minister’s free school. 
With the zeal of his church, the priest demanded 
and loarned the astounding fact, that a poor mem- 
ber of his church dared to seek other reliance 
than wafers, beads, and holy oil, He therefore 
instantly commanded the destruction of the holy 
book. The dying girl shuddered—the aged par- 
ent deprecated; but the priest was inate 
the book must be burned and that in his presence. 
The poor father declared the work should not be 
done under his roof. The incensed priest then 
rushed from the hut (they remaining resolut 
reluctant) and brought forth the Bible into the 
open air, placed it upon a coal of turf, and delib- 
erately consumed it in the face of God’s open day, 
upon the high road, within the witness of numbers 
who attest the fact! The poor girl is removed 
from all her trouble here, but the other actors in 
the scene remain, some to glory in, some to de- 
plore this new shame done upon our misnamed 
‘Island of Saints.’ 

“The writer of this, m the full belief of the 
tribunal where all things are known, can avouch 
the truth of every fact contained in the above 
statement.” | 


DUTIES AND DESTINIES, 


How little do we know of the destiny that a- 
waits our childien. Anticipation for them is ve- 
ry busy, and not unfrequently confident, yet our 
own history is a rebuke to it. The life of every 
one js full of incidents which are so many com- 
mentaries on his ignorance of what is before 
him; and the futility, even of conjecture. A — 
father and mother in Europe welcome their new 
born infant to their care and affection; and busy 
themselves with the inquiry, what is to become 
of her, and what shall she be? But among the 
thousand scenes which imagination places be- 
fore them, that of captive orphanage, in the 
wigwam of an American savage, enters not. 
Happy ignorance? It gives to the present, joys 
and smiles instead of tears, and sorrow, and an- 
guish of heart; thrice happy ignorance! 

Heaven from all creatures hides the book of fate; 

All but the page prescrib’d their present state.” 

Piety hears the whisper, “Do your duty 
leave the rest to me;’’ and in the assurance that, 
whatever may be her lot; the knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord will be a treasure of which 


| no adverse change can deprive her, they address. 


themselves to the interesting employ of ‘*train- 
ing up the infant Regina in the way she should 
go,’’—for God, for heaven, and immortality. 

‘Christian parent! though a destiny so dire as 
that which awaited the infant of the pious Ger- 
man may not await your own dear children, yet 
there are scenes before them in which they will 
remember the instructions of their childhood, and 
ito them as the only legacy of your bequeathing 
that will avail them. | 

We commend the following account, taken 
from a nartative written in Danish, by Pastor 
Rone; of Elsineur, to your perusual.—£d, Ch. 
Gaz. 

Many years ago, several.German families left 


rg| their country and settled in North America. 


Amongst these was a man from Wurtemburg, 
who, with his.wife and a large family, éstablish- 


ed himself in Pennsylvania. There were no 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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churches or schools then in that neighborhood, 
and he was obliged to be satisfied with keeping 
the Sabbath at home with his family, and in- 
structing them himself to read the Bible and pray 
to God. He used very often to read the Buble 
t6 them, and always used first to say, ‘‘Now, 
my children, be still and listen to what I am go- 
ing to read, for it is God who speaks to us in 
this book.” In the year 1754, a dreadful war 
broke out in Canada, between the French, and 
the English. The Indians took part with the 
French, and made excursions as far as Pennsyl- 
vania, where they plundered and burnt all the 
houses they caine to, and murdered the people. 
In 1755, they reached the dwelling of the peor 
family from Wurtemburg, while the wife and 
one of the sons were gone to a mill, 4 miles dis- 
fant, to get some corn ground. The husband, 
e eldest son, and two little girls, named Bar- 
ra and Regina, were at home. The father 
and his son were instantly killed by the savages, 
but they carried the two little girls away into 
captivity, with a great many other children, who 
were taken in the same manner. They were 
led many miles through woods and thorny bush- 
es, {that nobody might follow them. In this 
condition they were brought to the habitations 
of the Indians, who divided among themselves 
all the children whom they had taken captives. 
Barbara was at this time ten years old, and Re- 
gina nine. It was never known what became 
of Barbara; but Regina with a little girl of two 
years old, whom she had never seen before, 
were given to an old widow, who was a very 
cruel woman. Her only son lived with her and 
maintained her but he was sometimes from home 
for weeks {together and then these poor little 
childcen were forced to go in the forests to gath- 
er roots of other provisions for the old woman, 
and when they did not bring her enough to eat, 
she would beat them in so cruel a manner that 
they were near being killed. The little girl al- 
ways kept close to Regina, and when sheknelt 
down undera tree, and repeated those prayers 
to the Lord Jesus, and those hymns which her 
father had taught her, then the little girl prayed 
with her, and learned the hymns and prayers by 
heart. In this melancholy state of slavery these 
children remained nine long years, till Regina 
reached the age of ninteen, and her little com- 
panion was eleven years old. They were bot 
fine looking girls, particularly Regina. While 
captives, their hearts seemed to have always 
been drawn towards what was . Regina 
continually repeated the verses frem the Bible, 
and the hymns which she had learnt when at 
home, and she had taught them to the little 
girl. They ofien used to cheer each other with 
one hymn from the hymn book used at Halle, 
in Germany: ‘Alone, yet not alone am J, 
though in this solitude so drear.’ 
stantly hoped thatthe Lord Jesus would, some 
time, bring them back to their Christian friends. 
Ip 1764, their hope was realized.—The merci- 
ful providente of God brought the English Col- 
onel Bonquet to the place where they wese in 
captivity. He conquered the Indians, and forc- 
d them to ask for peace. The first epndition 
he made was, that they should restore all the 
prisoners they had taken. Thus the two poor 
girls were released. More than 400 captites 
‘were brought to Colone] Bouquet. it was a 
woful sight to see so many young people 
‘vfetched and distressed. The Colonel and his 
soldiers gave them food and clothes, and Colo- 


nel Bonquet brought them all to town called Car- 


isle, and published in the Pennsylvania news- 
papers, chat all parents who had lost their children 


They con-. 
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might come to this place, and in case of their find- 
ing them, they should be restored to them. Poor 
Regina's sorrowing mother came, among many 
others bereaved parents, to Carlisle; but, alas! 
her child had become.a stranger to her: Regina 
had acquired the appearance and manner, as 
well as the language ofthe native. The poor 
mother went up and down amongst the young 
persons assembled, but by no efforts could she 
discover her daughter. She wept in bitter grief 
and disappointment. Colonel Bonquet jsaid, ; 
‘Do you recollect nothing by which your chil- 
dren might be discoveredl’’ She answered that 
she recollected nothing but a hymn, which she 
used often to sing with them, and which was as 
follows: 


“Alone, yet not alone am I, 

Though in this solitude so drear; 

I feel my Saviour always nigh, 

He comes the weary hours to cheer. 
I am with him, and he with me, 
Ev’n. here alone I cannot be.”’ 


The colonel desired her to sing this hymn. 
Scarcely had the mother sung two lines of it, 
when Regina rushed from the crowd, began to 
sing it also, and threw herself into her mother’s 
arms. They both wept for joy, aud the colone! 
restored the daughter to her mother. But there 
were no parents or friends in search of the oth-. 
er little girl; itis supposed that they were all 
murdered; and now the child clung to Regina, 
and would not let her go; and Regina’s mother, 
though very poor, took her home withher. Re- 
gina repeatedly asked after ‘the book in which 
God speaks to us.”” But her mother did not 
possess a bible; she had lost every we. when 
the natives burnt her house. She resolved to 
go to Philadelphia and buy one there, but the 

tors Muhlenburg, of that place gave her one. 

t was most extraordinary that Regina still re- 
tained her early instructions and was able to 
read it immediately. 

In how remarkable a manner did‘ the 
Lord realize his words, ‘‘Every one that asketh 
receiveth: and he that seeketh findeth; and to 
that knocketh it shall be opened.” 

And what reward did the mother, who had 
diligently taught her children while yet in in- 
fancy, the word of God, receive in finding her 
lost daughter, by the means of those instruc- 
tions? Why do so many parents forget to com- 
municate this best of gifts to their children! To 
dress aud adorn them, to leave to them earthly 
treasures, to advance them in their life-time to 
honor and dignities—these they trouble them- 
selves much about: but to teacn them to know: 
their Saviour, to pray to him, to believe in him, 
to love and obey him; how many forget these 
things! But what folly! For, “what is a man 

rofited, if he shall gain the whole world and 
- his own soul? or what shall a man give in 

exchange for his soul?” 


SUSTIFICATION. 


It may be asked, if we are authorized to say 
ungualifiedly, ‘believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.’ Is that faith which jus- 
tifies, a single act?! We answer unhesitatingly, 

es. We are aware of the objections that can 
brought against the doctrine, and are not in- 
sensible of their seeming force. We are persuad- 
ed, however, that they ee os erroneous con- 
ceptions. The faith that jusfifies is not simply an 
act of the mind, “with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness.” Knowledge is not faith, but 


sus and he shall be saved, would avail nothing, 
though we explained to him the whole economy 
of redemption; but it is very different with the 
humble and contrite who are prepared to receive 
Christ, and to apply his salvation to the soul. The 
one class consider him simply as constituted a Sa- 
viour by the appointment of God, without any 
connexion with spiritual affections; the other class 
realize him as such, and feed upon him in the 
heart, by faith, with thanksgiving. Truly to be- 
lieve, is truly to repent; it humbles and purifies 
the soul. Associated with the faith of the cross, 
are truest tears of penitence, although God in his 
mercy alleviates their bitterness with the assur- 
ance of pardon. Moreover this doctrine is clear- 
ly the doctrine of the Chureh. | 
Article 11th. “We are accounted righteous 
before God, only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith; and not for our 
own works or deservings. Wherefore that we are 
justified by faith only, is a most wholesome doc- 
trine, and very full of comfort, as more largely ix 
expressed in the homily of justification.” 


Protestant Episcopalian. 


REMAINS OF THE TOWER OF BABEL. 


The most remarkable ruin, both in magnitude 
and name, is that called by the Arabs, Birs Nim. 
rod, or Nimrod’s tower. This there is every rea- 
son to believe, was the ancient tower of Babel, 
the earliest and mightiest specimen of human skill 
and human audacity. The travels of Mr. Rich 
and S.r R. K. Porter hove rendered us more fa- 
miliar with those huge ruins than could previously 
have been hoped for. The compressed view of 
their accounts given by Heeren is very striking 
and animated. 

“This huge mass of Building lies about six 
miles southwest of Hillah. It has the appearance 
of an oblong hill, the base of which, according to 
Porter, is two thousand and eighty-two feet in 
circumference. Rich reckons it two thousand 
two hundred and eighty-six. It may easily be 
conceived, that it is scarcely possible to fix ina 
eect manner the circumference of such a ruin. 

ts present height, reckoning to the bottom of the 
tower which crowns its sumit, is two hundred feet; 
the tower’ itself is thirty-five. Looking at it from 
the west, the entire mass rises at once trom the 
plain, in one stupenduous, though irregular pyra- 
midal hill. Itis composed of fine bricks, kiln- 
baked. From the western side, two of its stories 
may be distinctly seen; the first is about sixty 
feet high cloven in the middle by deep ravines. 
The tower-like looking ruin on the summit is a 
solid mass, twenty-eight feet wide, of the most 
beautiful masonry; to all appearances it formed an 
angle of some square buildings, the ruins of which 
are yet to be seen on the eastern side. ‘The ce- 
ment which connects the bricks is so hard that it 
was impossible to chip the smallest piece; and for 


‘this reason none of the inscriptions can copied, as 


they are always onthe lower surface of the 
bricks, It is rent from the top nearly half way 
to the bottom; and at its foot lay several unshapen 
masses of fine brick work, still bearing traces of 
a violent fire; which has given them a vitrified ap- 
pearance, whence it has been conjectured that it 
has been struck by lightning. The appearance 
of the hill on the eastern side evidently shows that 
this enormous mass has been reduced more than 
half. Only three stories out of the eight which it 
formerly contained can now be discerned. The 
earth about the bottom of the hill is now clear; 
but is again surrounded with walls, which form an 


perception of the truth is. To tell a sinner who 
insensible of his sins, to believe in the Lord Je- 


oblong square, enclosing numerous heaps of rub- 
bish, probably once the dwellings of the inferior — 
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deities; or of the priests and officers of the temple. 
The appearance of the tower of Nimrod is sub. 
lime even in its ruins, Clouds play around its 
summit; its recesses are inhabited by lions, three 
being quietly basking on its heights when Porter 


ed, though a fragment; his last. extensiv poem 
was ‘The Pelican Island,’ in nine cantos, ‘ 
ted by a in the voyage of captain Flan. 
ders to New Holland. One of his most popular 


approached it; scarcely intimated by the cries of| works is called ‘Songs of Zion,’ or, in other words, 


the Arabs, ually and slowly descended into 
the plain. Thus the words of the prophet have 
‘been fulfilled. “Wild beast of the desert shall 
-be there; owls shall fill their houses, ostriches shall 
dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. Jack. 
alls shall howl in their palaces, and wild hounds 
in their pleaggant places!” — Presbyterian. 


MONTGOMERY. 

To write the life of James Montgomery would 
be to compose something like a He 
was born at Irvine, in Ayshire, 4th November, 
1771; his father, a Moravian preacher removed him, 
at the age of four years, to Antrim, in Ireland; he 
remained there for a year, and was thent ransfer. 
red to the Moravian seminary at Fulnick, in York. 
shire, to be educated; whilst his father and his mo. 
the sailed to the West Indies for the pu of 
instructing the negroes of Barbadoes. His pa- 
Tents perished in this venturous mission, and the 
young poet was nurtured and instructed by the 
good and generous Moravians. The state in 
which he was kept not a little monastic; for ten 
years was secluded from the world: but the result 
was admirable scholarship—and, what the breth- 
ren little perhaps expected, a resolution to be a 
poet. At ten years of age he was a writer of 
verses; at fourteen he had filled two volumes with 
his attempts, and the Moravian brotherhood conclu- 
ding that out of such materials it was in vain to 
try to make a missionary, had him articled first to: 
one tradesman, then to another; the young poet 
either disliked business or restraint, and, having 
grown up almost to manhood, resolved to seek 
something for himself. He accordingly, in the 
year 1792, associated himself with the editor of 
the Sheffield Register, a,journal vehement in the 
cause of public freedom: a clergyman wrote a 
song in honor of the fall of the Bastile: Mont- 
gomery boldly printed it, and in 1795, was fined 
twenty pounds, and imprisoned for three months 
in York Castle. On his release he wrote an ac. 
count of a riot in Sheffield, in which two men were 
killed; an indictment for a libel was the conse- 
quence; he was fined thirty pounds and sent for six 
months to prison. The magistrate at whose in- 
stigation he was prosecuted, relented afterwards 
of his conduct, and sought, by kindness and pub- 
lic attention, to efface all rememberance of his. 
sufferings. 

He was however, so little affected by those ri- 
gors of a jail, that he wrote what he called ‘Pri- 
son Amusements’—a series of poems, sometimes 
light ahd airy, and occasionally serious and mourn-. 
ful-they were published in 1797. The retired 
Jeisure of Scarborough afforded him an opportu- 
nity of comprising, ‘The Ocean,’ a poem; this 
was in 1806; the injuries of Switzerland inspired 
him with the idea of giving a picture of the mise- 
ry to which a Swiss family were driven by the 
fraternal affection of the French. The poem is 
of a dramatic character, and exhibits both ardor 
and sensibility, though the measure is the worst 
that could be chosen for tenderness or emotion. 
‘The West Indies’ followed; the poem was publish. 
ed in a most expensive torm, and such was the de- 
mand that ten thousand copies were sold. In the 

ear 1812, he wrote ‘The World before the 
lood;’ though the time was remote, the country 
welcomed the poem warmly; nor was ‘Greenland,’ 
a poem which gave an account of the Moravian 


versions of the Plasms of David. The verse is 
generally easy and harmonious, but in simplicity 
and graphic truth our ancient versions are not 
appproached. The merits of Montgomery as a 
poet, must be gathered from the approbation of 
the world, and not from the opinion of the Edin- 
burg Review.—His thoughts are pure and eleva. 
ted,. his diction fluent harmonious; he main. 
tains an equal flight, never low; he is calm, but 
not impetuous; has much tenderness, but no ecsta- 
cy. person he was above the middle height, 
with looks composed and melancholy; he is widely 
esteemed, and in his nature friendly and obliging. 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 
IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE. 


The first Christians were eminently detached 
from the world in their affections. There was 
harmony between their profession and practice. 
They did not profess themselves strangers and 
pilgrims on earth, and at the same time place their 
heart upon its fading treasures. They did avow 
a nonconformity to the world, and then throw 
themselves under the infinence of its maxims, and 
live according to its principles. —This detachment 
of affection from the world, opened their minds 
to a full impression of their religious duties and 
responsibilities. The invisible things of the king- 
dom of Christ were clothed with solemn reality; 
and while they acted by faith, it was with the cer- 
tainty of sight. The service and kingdom of 
Christ were realities, and the worlda dream. It 
is the love of the world in some of its numerous 
forms, that robs the church of her beauty and 
takes away her spirituality and energy. ~ no 
age has she exhibited so much spirituality as in 
the apostolic; and in no age have her exertions 
for the spread of the gospel been so abundant and 
so successful. 

The church in the first age; were much given 
to prayer. So essential did they consider this ser- 
vice to the ‘Christian character, and so abundant 
were they in this duty, that “calling on the name 
of the Lord,” was generally understood as synon- 
ymous with Christian discipleship. The early 
christians not only acknowledge in words, but fed 
their dependence on the grace and Spirit of God, 
not only for their own salvation, but in a special 
manner for success in their missionary labours. 
And their prayers were marked with humble con- 
fidence and boldness. When they addressed the 
throne of divine grace as suppliants, it was not in 


a doubting, hesitating frame of spirit.—They | they 


bore in mind the gracious promises of the Lord 
Jusus. | 

Oh! that we could now see the church leaning 
upon the promises of Christ, as did the first disci, 
ples! There is no presumtion in so doing; on the 
contrary, this is the offspring of Christian humil- 
iyt. Never did Zion greatly prosper in any age 
of the world, and she never will, till her sons and 
her daughters, feeling their dependence on Christ, 
honour his faithfulness and his promises, by going 
with confidence tohisthrone. Alas! these formal, 
heartless prayers for the enlargement of Chrits’s 
kingdom! Little or nothing is expected by the 
suppliant, and little or nothing received.— Not so, 
in Apostolic days. took 
the promises of God, and were not disappionted. 

But it should not be forgotten, that while the 
primitive Christians prayed with confidence, “thy 


missions to that land of frost ki 


j@bored as they were commanded 
period, since the age of the a 
church wholly neglected to pra 
spread of the Gospel; but she yed: but 
few and feeble efforts to extend the knowledge*of 
the Gospel. Such are not the prayers that will 
prevail before the throne. The world will never 
be converted, in answer to such intercession. 


Prayer for Zion disconnected with other appro- - 


priate and appointed means for her enlargem®nt, 
never willavail, “8 


The church in the apostolic age, considered the 
conversion of the world to Christ a work of com- 
mon interest and of immediate and paramount impor- 
tance. The command of their ascended Lord, 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature,” was binding upon the whole 
Church, and they so understood it. They made 
it a common cause; clergy and !aity, male and 
female, young and old, all lived and acted for the 
universal promulgation of the gospel.—The a 
tles in the early part of their ministry, no 
need of spending half their time and st h to 
awaken their brethren to this work, and to lead them 
to such appropriations of their time and property 
as were necessary. One spirit en and ac. 
tuated the whole church; it was the spirit of entire 
devotedness to the work. There was not then 
one standard of duty for the ministry, and another 
for private Christians. Then I apprehend, there 
was not much said of the missionary spirit, as a 
special gift of the Holy Ghost to a favored few, 
while the majority felt themselves under no oie 
tions to act by same rule, Then, a pro 

sion of the 1 was an enlistment to suffer and 
do the whole will of Christ; it was a devotion of 
treasure, and influence, and talents, and life, to 
the great and noble object of converting the world. 
There was no keeping back a part, without man- 
ifest inconsistency, not to say perjury. There 
was no hoarding up treasure in the church, when 
it was needed for the common cause; “they sold 
their possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
men as every man had need.”—-They did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart. 
It was in this state of things, that the Lord ad- 
ded daily to the church of such as should be saved. 


The last fact that I shall mention as a reason 
why the gospel advanced so rapidly and exten- 
sively in the apostolic age, is, that the church then 
so to speak, acted on the 
siderable time, even after the day of Pent 
the disciples were slow to believe that they were 
to carry the gospel to the Gentiles. Christ had 
left them the command to tarry in Jerusalem, all 
should be endued with power from on high; 
which plainly implied that they were to tarry 
there no longer. But it seems they were not 
punctual in their obedience; they tarried their a 
long time’after they were qualified to go forth. 
It is not improbable they had formed the ‘plan of 
entrenching themselve, at least for a time, in the 
beloved city where they had witnessed such pow- 
erful manifestations of divine grace. But if they 
had formed this plan, the Lord soon taught them 
their error. He suffered a persecution to arise, 
and drive multitudes of them out of the city; and 
they that were dispersed, went every were preach. 
ing the word. ‘Thus it was necessary that the 


mand of her Lord. 
| “Brom the Acts of the Apostle gg re that 
after the disciples had laid aside their Jewish pre- 


Christian church should be chastised in her infan-— 
Christians then took hold of|cy that she might learn obedience to the last com- 


* be] ~ 


—— 
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—ngdom come” they put their hands to the«work. 
which Christ had given them’ to do. . Here »is the 
| 
| 
| 
| 


pamed ‘onwards to other ci- 
\No:place ‘accessible to them 


“They «waited not ‘to be 
invited, but considered themselves entrusted with 


‘From the'Presbyterian. | 
Tuave nor tTimz.—Men often attempt to jus- 
tify theit{neglect of religion, on the plea that the 
management of a harassing business, and the 
necessity of making provision for their families, 


leave no leisure for attention to their souls. It 
is ‘marvellous that such an excuse should be 
pleaded fot such a neglect. ‘It goes on the pre- 
sumption that the safety of the soul ‘is a concern 
of inferior importance, and that ‘the neglect of it 
will involve no very serious eonsequences. 
But where do we find the proof of this? Cer- 
tainly not in the word of God, for there it is said, 
“what shall it profit a man if he shal! gain the 
whole world ‘aud ‘lose his own soul?” -Reli- 

ion is not a matter of mere’ speculation, which 

as no decisive influence upon the ‘condition 
and prospects of rational beings, but it involves 
the most vital interests, and cannot be dismissed 
from the thoughts’ without imminent danger. 
The' welfare of the soul is paramount, for it has 
an endless destiny, and to subordinate it to the 
cares of this’ life, is‘ alike derogatory to reason 
and to‘ God. 

The principal employment of time is to se- 
cure the happiness of the soul for eternity; and 
hence it is both unwise and unlawful so to ap- 
propriate it as to defeat its principal use. If an 
individual suffers his secular business to engross 
his whole attention, he misapplies a talent which 
God has designed for another purpose, and for 
his voluntary mismanagement he is responsible 
to his Judge. The excuse for irreligion to which 
‘we are adverting, is a dishonest attempt to con- 
ceal the adversion of the heart from religion un- 
der a plausible pretext. ‘In every case we be- 
lieve it to be insincere, for the providence of 
‘God places no manin a situation, in which he 
cannot attend to his spiritual welfare. Religion 
‘interferes with no one’s lawful business, and it 
is not probable, that any one’s family or. general 
prosperity will suffer, by his fearing God and ob- 
serving his commandments. If religion con- 
sisted in multiplied external ceremonies, the 
tase would be different; but as it regards the 
cultivation of holy affections, and the doing 
yastice, loving mercy and walking humbly with 
-our God, it may be carried with great advantage 
‘anto ‘the very »midst of worldly. business; and 
there: display its influence in preserving the 
heart from an idolatr ous attachment to worldly 
‘things; in sanctifying our efforts and in blessing 
-our.acquisitions, If it were in any one case 
true, that a man had no time to devote to reli- 
gion, from his multiplied worldly engagements, 


the fact so far from pleading in his justification, 
would argently indicate the propriety of his re- 
‘tracing his steps and escaping: from the snare in 


| give unhappy evi 


-world and 


nése: should:be reduced ‘and brought: within :the 
}limits whieh would:admit ofa free performance 


of Ohristian'duty;:and those 'who do: not do this, 
idenge that they -have chosen 
their portion below, and will be compelled here- 
after to justify the decision-of ‘God, ':which shall 
exclude them from the enjoyment of heaven’s 
durable ‘riches. No-one; without: mption 
‘and impiety,-can invert the order of duty estab- 


lished by God,’ seek:ye first the kingdom of 


God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be. added unto you.” 


From the Presbyterian. 
ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE GREEK ARTICLE. 


The late learned Mr. Boyd mentioned in a letter 
to'the late Dr. A. Clarke, the following important 


corroboration of that construction of the Greek 
Article which has been found so important in prov- 
ing against the Socinians the Deity of our blessed 
Saviour. It will be read with peculiar interest at 
the present moment, in consequence of the discus- 
sion arising out of late proceedings in the Vice- 
chancellor's court. 

think,” says Mr. Boyed, “the following cir- 
cumstance ‘tends to prove that the rule about the 
Greek Article is true and legitimate. There lives 
at Chelsea an old gentleman of the name of Lu- 
signan: he came originally from the Isle of Cy- 
phrus, and'he understands Greek in the same 
manner as we understand English, for he learnt 
it as his mother tongue. I mean of course the 


ancient Greek. He lives quite secluded from the 


the present ‘day. 
troduced: to him by a friend: as we were conver. 
sing, the subject of the Greek Article came into 
head: I asked him if he had read any of the con. 
troversy respecting it which had been started by 
some of our learned men. He answered, that he 
had not read or heard any thing about it. I then 
asked him to take down his Greek Testament 
from the shelf, and to look for Titus ii. 13: when 
he had done this, a conversation took place, which 
I will state as nearly as I can, in the exact words. 

“*Pray, Sir, how-do you construe these words 
—rTov peyarov Orov xas cwrngos num; — construe 
them thus: Of our great Gop and Saviour.’—"Does 
@wv here mean the Fartuer, or does it mean 
Curist?’ ‘It means Crrist.’— May it not mean 
the ‘Certainly not’-—*Why may it not?’ 
‘Because ‘the construction. will not admit ‘it.’— 
Why will it not?’ ‘Because the article is not pre- 
fixed to cwrnpo¢: if Grou and cwrnpos had mednt two 
different persons, then the article would have been 
prefixed to each.’—If, then, two personal nouns 
be thus joined, and the article be placed before 
the first, and not before the second, must one per- 
son be necessarily intended?” ‘Certainly.’ 

“Mr. L. is about eighty-three years old,‘ and 
has been in the constant habit both of speaking 
and reading Greek from his childhood.” 


SOMNOLENCY. 


A most singular case of somnolency, attended, 
on waking, with an almost incredible power of vi- 
sion, has occurred in this town, Sandy Bay. The 
young man invariably falls into.a profound sleep, 
at 6 o’clock in the evening, from. which it is im- 
possible. to: wake him, and in which he continues 
until eight: o’clock the next morning, when he sud. 
denly awakes. During his sleep he performs 
voyages, (he has formerly been-to sea) in a ves- 
sel of which he supposes himself master, ships 


which he had become involved. Worldly busi- 


and - discharges his. various cargoes, ézc. | Upon 


| 


ys no attention to the literature of 
‘About two years ago I was in. | 


awaking his vision is 80 acute;.that he cannot bear! 


| the ‘light, ‘and ‘hisseyes: are ‘bandaged. 

state he can perveive ‘and describe: dbjects in ‘the 
streets, und" evenvessels in the harbor, at’a: dis. 
tance which ‘renders’ them ‘almost ‘indistinct ‘to the 
uncovered eyes. of other persons. ‘He -can.‘also 
read the finest: print,.and says the letters “ap 

to him:to be:nearly'as large as‘ his'fingers. 
highly exeited state of ‘the of sight, con- 
tinues about three when they gradually 
become less and less excited, until they able 
to'perform their natural functions, and he experi. 
ences no' further inconvenience from them: duri 
the day. ‘When awake, he has ‘not even the 
faintest idea of any thing-he imagined to have oc- 
cured during his sleep. — 

We have conversed with a medical gentleman 
upon this subject ‘who has seen the man, and in- 
quired. particularly into the case, and endeavored 
to ascertain the cause. -He.says he can account 
for this singular power of vision only in this way, 
that the nervousenergy of these organs is accumu- 
lated to such a remakabledegree, by his. profound 
and long continued sleep. 

This is certainly a most remarkable case, and 
if not as »wonderful as the famous Springfield 
Somambulist’s, approaches very nearly to:it. She 
sees through bandages: when asleep—he when 
awake A great difference it is true, but :both 
surprising, and.worthy of investigtion. . 

We understand that there is to be .a professiona] 
examination, at which minutes will be taken. ‘We 
hope to be able to procure the notes, and if suc- 
cessful shall furnish our readers with all the. par- 
ticulars Gloucester Telegraph. 


‘THE WISE \COACHMAN. 
An Anecdote, 


| ~An old gentleman in the county of Herts, 
having lost his coachman by death, whu had 
served him many years, advertised for a success- 
or. ‘The first who applied, giving a satisfactory 
account of his character and capacity for sucha 
place, was asked how near he could drive to 
the edge of a road where a sloping bank pre- 
sented danger. He replied, ‘‘To an inch.” 
The old gentleman ordered him to be supplied 
with suitable refreshments, and to leave his ad- 
dress; adding that if he wished for his services, 
he should hear from him in a day or two. 
Shortly afterward, a second applied, who un- 
derwent the same examination as the former, 
and replied to the last question, that “che could 
drive to half an inch,” and had often done it; he 
also received the same dismission, with the same 
civilities as the former man: Soon afterwards, 
a third applied, and on being asked how near 
he could drive to the edge of-a sharp declivity, 
in case of necessity, coolly replied, “Really, I 
do not know Sir, haviug never tried; for it has 
always been my maxim to get as far as possible 
from snch danger, and I have had my reward in 
my safety, and that of my employers.” With 
this reply the old gentleman expressed his entire 


| satisfaction, and informed the man that if he 


could procure a proper recommendation, wages 
should not part them, adding, ‘I am grown old 
and.timid, and want a coachman on whose pru- 
dence and care I can rely as well as his skill.’ 
Would ‘it not be-well if those who are engag-. 
ed in commercial pursuits would avoid as care- 
fully as this prudent coachman did, the edge of 
the precipice?—In this case, balmy sleep would 
oftener light on: the eye-lids of persons so em- 
ployed, aud the shipwreck of fortune would not 
so often occur. But let the professor of godi- 
ness especially remember this true aud aseful 
story. 


bours,.they «gathered .churches, and -ordained 
diders. .from’ 
things in odrer,. 
Was too! remote to be’ visited:'no obstacies too 
a message toevery dweller on earth, and hastened 

So long as the church persevered in this mode 
others, streams of salvation descended upon .her 

| 


A faithful pastor being asked how. far. a, per- 
som might go in)sin,, and yet be saved, replied, 
“le ie a dangerous experiment to try.” Ahi 
do not too many study to find out how little 

race. they may have, and yet go to. heaven, 

tead of thia, let us all, treasure up, in our 
hearts the words of Christ.-—''Blessed are they 
which do hungerand thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled.” 0, let us keep as fur 
as possible from sin and hell, and “cleave to 
the Lord with purpose of heart.”’ 


From: the Cheistian Advocate and. Journal,. 
ADVICE TO A YOUNG PREACHER, 


Messrs Editors:—I was reading not.Jong since 
&, minister’s advice to his junior brother, some 
items of which struck me with considerable force. 


Should you think them worthy ofa place in the} 


Advocate and Journal, you are at liberty to in- 
sert them. The following is an extract:— 


Dear Brother:—The tender regard that I have 
fur you, and my ardent desire for your success 


employed, induce me on this occasion to give 
you some ‘little advice on various subjects. [n 
the first place L would say to be careful and live 
soberly; indulge in no jests and jokes. Of all 
the employments under heaven, the spirit of the 
arifler least beenmes that of the minister of the 
Gospel. 2 Pray much; without this all your 
preaching will be in vain. My dear brother, | 
awfully fear that too many of us spend much time 
in idle ehit chat, vain conversation, or worth- 
less story telling, which should be spent at the 
throne of grace. Avoid these as you would the 
withering blasts of the Arabian desert. 3. Be 
diligent in the improvement,of your mind. | 
think you have commenced as good a plan as 
need be in preparing for the pulpit. I hope you} 
will write more instead of less, but depend alto- 
gether upon Ged. 4. Do not let miscellaneous 
reading take up too much of your time. On the 
other hand do not let your regular studies take 
your mind altogether from miscellaneous read- 
ing. You need some acquaintance with the 
news of the day, &c, &c. 5, Endeavor to im- 
press upon all, the importance of the improve- 
ment of their miads. You may rest. assured if 
we as Methodists do not awake to that subject, 
ave shall have few of the rising generation tu pat- 
ronize us, except the more ignorant class, For 
this reason I hope you will never fail to draw 
every promising young man belonging to our 
Church, or having parents belonging to it, and 
indeed all others over whom, you can, exert an 
influence, to our academies and colleges. In 
short, endeavor to inspire a spirit of improve- 
ment wherever you go. 6, Be careful of your 
health. Ido hope. you will, be. more careful of 


yourself than you have been formerly, lest you} 


entirely lose the greatest temporal blessing be- 
stowed upon man. 7. As you value your own 
soul and the cause of Christ, in your intercourse 
with femalesbe prudent. If you get your mind 
made up to marry, and think it best to do so, 
why do it. ‘Phough I am far from believing 


that young preachers do well to be in haste iD : 


this matter, and no doubt if you can content 
yourself, you will be quite as happy and useful 
without a wife as with one; but if you are not 
contented, by all means. marry. If you con- 
clade not to marry let the subject entirely alone; 
I mean do not keep company as it is called, first 
with one and then with another. The young 


4 


MBRHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Vhat. does it will. wound. his.ewn-eouhand- bri 
ine ul. and. brin 
conclude to marry, 
able person, and. be judicio 
correspondence, an 
shall have come, 
ed in such a way. 
ing a great noise about it,. 
follow the openings of Pro 


+ 


Cas much believe that God will direct us by his 


providence in this respect, as I do that he has 
called us to preach the, unsearchable riches of 
Christ. 8. Be not over nice; avoid. all appear- 
ance of foppery and do not take too much pains 
to appear to advantage. Neatness in your dress 


and suavity in your manners well become you. 
9,Be economical. A Methodist preacher should 
study economy. 10. Take pains to promote 


our benevolent institutions. 


Be not idle in 


fourths of the slanderens 
cause of Christ.. 
fix, your attention, on.a.suit- 
us in, conducting the 
when the fulness. af. time 
have. the business accomplish: 
as.to keep the world from mak- 
Be careful that you 
vidence in. all. thig, 


ver injure their object, of 
betweens, who, under the af, double 
ship, act the part of double traitors. 


ne- 
g°- 
friend. 


OBITUARY. 


We copy the following just tribute of filial love 
and respect, written by Dr. H.. W. Baxley,.on the 


death of his beloved and deeply lamented mother, — 


Mrs. Mary Baxey. 

With Sister Baxley, the publisher of this jour. 
nal was well acquainted. He had the honor of 
being the. leader of a female class in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, of which. she. was. one.of 
its brightest ornaments. Her-life and-her conver 


this respect. Reéimember your colleagues have | sation were such as ornamented our holy religion. 


1}. 


Be obedient in 


all things, and punctual to every duty. In a 
in the high and holy avocation in which you are word, take time by the-forelock, and may God 


help. you and bring you to heaven. 


families on their,hands, therefore you must not} F tly di ‘ 
expect them to doit all. y Frequently did the writer of this short preliminary, 


meet her at the house of the affiicted and poor 
members of her class especially, where her pray- 


12: I am| ers, her tears, and her truly affectionate counsel; 


glad that you are so much engaged to get a li- | were all tendered with a heart glowing with piety 


brary; | hope you will have one, Jet it cost 


to Ged, and her alms from her liberal means,with 


what it may; but be a little careful and not Zetl that charity which never fails. The name of 


tno much in debt to the Book Concern, or. in- 


deed to.any. other place. 


the blessing of sanctification. 
cannot be well prepared for a Methodist preach- 
er.. But I must-close by praying the great Head 


of the church to sanctify. vou to himself, that 
you may be.an instrument in his hands of the 
conversion of thousands who may be stars. in 
your crown of rejoicing in the day. of the Lord 


esus. 


Secretary ‘Walsing- 
ham, a secretary of state in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, arrived at old age, he retired to the 
country to end his days in privacy. Some of his 

gay ions camé one day to see him, 
and rallied him as being melancholy; his answer 
deserves serious consideration: “No, I am not 
melancholy, but I am serious; and it is very 
per that we should be so. 
we laugh, every thing is serious about us. God 
ience toward us. 


former 


is serious, who exercises 


Christ is serioys, who shed his atoning blood for 
us. The Holy Ghost is serious, in strivi 
gainst the obstinacy of our hearts, The 
Scriptures are serious books; they present to our 


I hope, dear brother, you will not fail to seek | 


Without this you 


thoughts the most serious concerns in all the world. 


The holy sacraments represent very serious and 
awful matters. ‘The ‘whole creation is serious. 
All who are in hell‘are serious. How then can 


we be gay and trifling?” 


and to God.” 


that happens 


preacher that does this should either abandon 


the practice or the ministry. ‘Be assured that he 


There ia. perhaps 


GO-BETWEENS, 


At another time this great man wrote to Lord 
Burleigh: “We have lived long enough to our 
country, to our fortunes, and to our sovereign; it 


is high time that we begin to live for ourselves 


not a more. odious character 
in the world, than that of a go-between—by 
which is meant that creature who carries to the 
ears of one neighour, every injurious observation 
: to. drop from the mouth of another. 
Such a person is the slanderer’s herald, aud is alto. 
gether more odious than the slanderer him- 
self, By his vile officiousness, he. makes that, poi- 
‘aon effective, which else were inert, fay three- 


Ah! my friends, while’ 


“Holy 


Sister Mary Baxley, is as sweet perfume poured 
forth to all who had the happiness to move within 
the extensive sphere of her usefulness-—and, the 
memory of her loveliness in manners, sweetness 
of disposition, and promptness-to serve the cause 
of Christ and His suffering members here, will 
long be remembered by many, 

Her works of faith, and labor of love, have 
terminated on earth, and. she has, gone to reagive 
from her Lord the glad word, “ Weill and faithful. 
ly done, enter into my joy and set down on my 
throne.” | 


Died, in the city of Baltimore, on. the 24th of 
April, Mary, wife of George Baxley, in the 59th 
year of her age. The deceased was awakened 
at the age of 15, by a solemn burial of the dead, 
and under the fervent ministration of the Rey. 
Ezekiel Cooper, and became a member of the M. 
E.Church, Her faith continued unshaken during 
the remaining 44 years of her life; and.in her dy- 
ing hours, she gave the assurance that that faith 
which had sustained and cheered her “Yes 


“In the vale below, woreehy 
That never fail’d her, would not fail her new,’’ 


The voice of eulogy is hushed at the announce. 
ment, and the pen of panegyric inseribes oh her 
tomb, “A veteran warrior in the Christian field!” 
To those who would imitate her virtues; we re: 
commend the sacrifice of all vanity, prostration in 
prayer, and the daily reading of the Scriptures— 
and ally, as she did, prize far. above rubies, 
and write on the tablet of their hearts that rich leg. 
aey of sublimity and wisdom, the last chapter of 
Proverbs. Then shall their “children rige up and 
call them blessed, their husbands, also, and praise 
them.” To the north and to the south,to the east 
and to the west, witnesses have gone forth of ‘Ker 
good works; and those servants of the living. Godj 
whose frequent privilege it was to behold in* her 
domestic sphere the mystery of her faith, will, in 
the that “she hath brought 
up chi strangers, hath washed 
| one the afflicted, -hath 


* 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


by employing our prayers, our efforts; and our means, in 
the good work, recollecting that those who are instru- 


= 


FRIDAY, MAY 23,1834. 


General Conference-of the-Methodist Protestant 


Church, assembled in Georgetown, D, C. having appoint- 
ed the undersigned Book Agent to the Church, he here- 
by most respectfully tenders to the Church, and her 
friends at large, his best efforts to catry into successful 
operation tle duty assigned him—and will be happy to 
execute the orders of all our ministers, members and 
friends, in every part of the United States, as well as 
those in Missionary Stations without the lines of the 


‘game—assuring them that every facility shall be given, 


as far as practicable, to fill their respective orders. The 
amount of revenue to the Church from the Book depart- 
ment, must ecessarily depend alone on the co-operation 
of our brethren and friends—and the Agent sincerely 

that every minister and member will facilitate the 
laudable object of the Conference to render the business 
useful and profitable to the Church—by sending their 
orders large or small with all despatch, and the neces- 
sary address, so that the books may reach them without 
delay. | Joun J. Harrop. 

_ Our friends abroad will be gratified to, know that the 
General Conference has proceeded with unprecedented 
harmony, and in much love. We attended during the 
deliberations of the whole of Wednesday of last week, 
and saw and heard for ourselvés. Our most excellent 
brethren, Rev. N. Snethen, and Rev. Asa Shinn, were 
amongst the most prominent speakers on a very important 
subject, that of the proper power to make the appoint- 


stats in the kingdom of Heaven forever. 
The Divine command to evangelize by going into all 


from being universally attended to. There are many 
the shadow of spiritual death; but we indulge the hope 


the morning and that their voices will be heard where 
Heathenism and superstition now prevail. | 

Surely we are willing, although the youngest branch 
of the church, to contribute to the ushering in of the 
millennial day, when glory and salvation shall be every 


stantly in view of our high responsibilities to promote 
by every proper means the growing interests of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, and we shall be richly reimbursed in 


our own souls even here, and in the world to come,with 
life everlasting. 


The season for Camp Meetings is rapidly approaching 
and it is very desirable that all those occasions should be 
well sustained, both by the ministry and membership of 
our Church. If these will demonstrate a deep interest 
in them, they will no doubt secure that of our friends 
and the public generally. On the contrary, should there 
appear a lassitude amongst our own brethren and sisters 
on tne subject, how can we expect the co-operation of 
those who are not so immediately interested? 


It is earnestly desired that 2 fund be raised in each 


ments in Circuits and Stations. After the article on} Conference District, for the support of those ministers 


this subject was adopted, Bro. Shinn remarked in sub- 
stance, and with heart-thrilling emotion, as follows:— 
“ This is « glad day to my soul. Now I plainly perceive that 
the Methodist Protestan! Church is indeed destined to live 
and to prosper.” | 
_ We have, perhaps, never witnessed more perspicuous 
or more appropriate speeches than were delivered by 
the various speakers who addressed the chair during the 


Jt was truly heart-cheering to witness the unanimity 
which pervaded the General Conference of our Church. 
Business, involving much intricacy, appeared to pass 
through the hands of the members with a facility which 
elicited the admiration of the spectators. It was indeed 
a business Conference. This the journal will testify 
when published. Not having received the journal for 
publication, we are not enabled to present correct out- 
lines, either of the subjects proposed, or the modifica- 
tions which they received. But we believe that the most 
of all that has been done, will meet the concurrence of 
the Church generally. | 

- \We'learn that those sections of the Discipline which 
were considered a little ambiguous, have been made 
more definite—that much has been done in view of the 
unstationed ministers claims, while the executive ard 
judicial departments have been considerably strengthen- 
ed and modified: rie 

"| We hope in our next to present some of the most im- 


portant topics which were before the Conference for 


discussion and decision. — 


"This is indeed ap ege of wonders. Bible Societies, 


Cieties, with numerous others, have not only been or- 
ganized; but are progressing with unparalleled success, 


and the sizns of the times indicate that the period is ra- 
_ pidly rolling on when the knowledge of God shall cover 


eontribut- | ent ligious denominations “in the work of circulating 
ing all int ovr power to accelerate that glorious epoch | the Sédipties. 


whole'of theday. | 


who shall become worn out in their constitution by 
preaching the gospel. 

Many of these have families, and the families of such 
laborious men of God must suffer for the necessaries of 
life unless some special provision be made for them. Is 
there a member of our cuurch who éan feel indifferent 
on this important subject? We trust not. Then let us 
begin at once in the good work. 


The Minutes of the Maryland Conference of the M.P. 
Church, are ready for sale at 44 cents per dozen. 


The following are some of the resolutions adopted at 


ty. This noble institution is marching forth in the great- 
ness of its strength, imparting the word of life to hun- 
dreds of thousands in its progress. The discussions on 
the resolutions elicited many excellent speeches, and it 
will be perceived, that the Society have determined to 
| ‘employ its best endeavors in concert with similar instiiw 
tiows towards effecting the distribution ef the Bible among 


practical period.” 
‘AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.” 

“We have been so unfortunate as to lose our notes of the 
noble speeches delivered at the Bible anniversary. Our 
intelligent readers will be profited by considering for 
themselves all the best things that nel be said in sup- 


port of the following resolutions, which were adopted 
on the occasion. 

Resolved, That as the laws of our happy country re- 
pose on the doctrines ef the Bible as their true founda- 
tion; it behooves us to give that book the most free and 
wide circulation among e portion of our community. 

Resolved, That in the work of re-supp) 
sacred Scriptures the destitute familtes in the older 
states in keeping up a supply in our new settlements— 
in furnishing them to our seamen and boatmen—to our 
army ard navy—to hospitals and prisons—and to the 


our shores, the auxilary societies, and all the friends of 


eeRiie, have motives to vigorous and dnremitted ex- 
e D. 


Resolved, That the operation of Christians of differ- 


“without note or comment,” has a happy 


mental in turning many to righteousness, shall shine as 


the world, to preach the gospel to every creature, is far 
places where the inhabitants are sitting in the valley of 


that ere long the gospel heralds shall take the wings of 


where seeh and enjoyed! Let us pray and labor con- 


the recent annual mecting of the American Bible Socie- 


all the accessible population of the globe, within the shortest } 


ying with the} 


numerous emigrants which are continually landing upon | 


tendency to promote the growth of mutual kindness and 
charity, as well as to give an augmented energy and suc- 
cess to the great object of this benevolent institution. 4 

In view of the Divine promise, as to the ultimate 
spread of the gospel over the earth; of the signal sue- 
cess of the Bible cause during the present century; of 
the numerous ‘translations of the Scriptures al 
made; of the establishment of able and faithful mission- 
aries in almost every Pagan and Mahomedan country}, 
an@of the wide extent of commerce and international 
communication, it is the serious conviction of this socie- 
ty, and istherefore 

Resolved, That were the friends of the Bible in Chris- 
tian countries to exercise that faith. to offer those fer- 
vent supplications, to make those efforts and sacrifices 
which the present aspects of Providence, and the word 
of God demand, but a short period need pass away, be- 
fore the families of all nations might be favored with the 
light of revealed truth. | 

Resolved, That in consequence with the sentiments ex- 
pressed in the preceding resolution, this society will stea- 
dily aim, and under the blessing of God employ its best 
endeavors, in concert with similar institutions, towards 
effecting the distribution of the Bible na all the ac- 


cessible population of the globe, within the shortest 
practical period. 


Resolved, That the zealous and united prosecution of 
this grand object be affectionately and earnestly recom- 
mended to all the Bible Societies, and friends of the Bi- 
ble, in this country and in foreign lands.” —W. Y. Evang. 


POETRY. 


From the Buckingham Gazette. 
THE CONSUMPTIVE. 


No, never more—my setting sun 
Hath sunk his evening rays; 
And this poor heart is nearly done 
With hope of better days. 
I feel it in the clay-cold hand, 
The hard and fast expiring breath; 
For now so near the tomb I stand, 
I breathe the chilling airs of death. 


No, never more—it all is vain— 
But Oh, how Memory leans 
To see, and hear, and feel again 
Its youth inspiring scenes! 
And deep the s.gh that memory heaves, 
When, one by one, they all are fled, 
As autumn gales on yellow leaves, 
That wither on their woodland bed. 


No, never more—I may not view 

The summer vale and hill, 
The glorious heaven, the ocean’s blue, 

T he forests, dark and still— 
The evening's beauty, once so dear, 

That bears the glowing thoughts above, 
When nature seems to breathe and hear 
The voiceless eloquence of love. 


No, never more—when prisoners wait | 
see, beyond their dun ga 
The scaffold and the a, 

On the fair earth and sun-bright heaven, 
Their gaze how fervently they cast! 
So death to life a charm hath given, 

And made it loveliest at the last. 


No, never more—and now, farewell! 
The bitter word is said, i : 
And soon, above my green-roofed cell, — 
Phe careless foot wil] tread. 
me will find its rest above; 
he cares of earth are passing by; 
| Oh! it voice of love, 
whispers—lIt is time todie! 


as 


| | 
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